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PORTRAITISTS SOCIETY. 

The National Society of Portrait 
Painters, recently incorporated at Al- 
bany, will hold its first exhibition at the 
new Reinhardt Galleries (Windsor Ar- 
cade), 565 Fifth Ave., Mar. 18-April 6. 
Members to be represented are John 
W. Alexander, Robert MacCameron, S. 
Montgomery Roosevelt, George Luks, 
Victor D. Hecht, Howard Gardiner 
Gushing, William Cotton, Ben Ali Hag- 
gin, Cecilia Beaux, Louis Betts, Earl 
Stetson Crawford, Brenetta H. Craw- 
ford, William M. Chase, Henry Salem 
Hubbell, De Witt M. Lockman, Bessie 
Potter Vonnoh and Robert Voiiridfi. 

The new society proposes to give ex- 
hibitions annually in N'e# York and 
other important cities, and it will be 
conducted in a similar manner to those' 
of the portrait painters of Europe. The 
growing interest in this branch of art 
determined several well-known artists 
to form a society for the purpose of 
holdiiig portrait exhibitions as the most 
fitting means of encouraging interest 
in portraiture. It will be exclusively 
representative of painters and sculptors 
of portraits throughout the country. 
There is no president or honorary of- 
ficers of any kind. A committee of 
members has been appointed to man- 
age the business of the society. The 
society owes its existence to S. Mont- 
gomery Roosevelt, Earl Stetson Craw- 
ford and De Witt Lockman. 



ROPS ETCHING SALE STOPPED. 

An Associated Press cable from Paris 
says : "A collection of engravings by 
Felicien Rops had been advertised for 
sale at the Hotel Drouot when, at the last 
moment, the Public Prosecutor inter- 
vened and prohibited the sale on the 
ground that certain of the plates were 
of a nature to make them improper for 
a public sale and must be withdrawn. 

"M. Edmond Haraucourt, the vendor, 
who is the curator of the Cluny Mu- 
seum, at once withdrew the whole lot, 
which numbered 220, as he would not 
admit that any design by Rops could 
be considered as improper. Erotic they 
might be, but not pornographic, he de- 
clared, and he refused to insult the art- 
ist by withdrawing some and selling 
others. 

"Many collectors from Berlin, Brus- 
sels and elsewKefe who had come to 
Paris especially for the sale were thus 
disappointed, as these proofs are ex- 
tremely rare. A previous, sale of a sim- 
ilar collection realized over $1,000. 
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MONA LISA NEVER STOLEN? 

M. Georges Michel, writing in last 
week's Gil Bias of Paris, supports the 
rumor which has been in circulation to 
the effect that the world-famous Mona 
Lisa was never stolen from the Louvre. 

He says he made a special investiga- 
tion among the guardians of the Lou- 
vre, who, resenting the fact that they 
have 'been put under police surveillance, 
have been talking freely. The results 
of his investigations are that the mis- 
sing picture was accidentally injured 
by photographers and hidden away 
through fear of consequences. Photog- 
raphers having formal licenses are al- 
lowed, he says, to take any painting 
desired every Monday without any spe- 
cial authorization and to remove it to 
the roof or any other suitable position 
to be photographed. "It is considered 
certain, among the Louvre guardians," 
says M. Michel, "that while being pho- 
tographed the Mona Lisa was injured 
by falling soot or other dirt, or by a 
strong gust of wind carrying it down, 
and that the photographer responsible 
either secretly destroyed it, or, what is 
most likely, has hidden it away with 
the purpose of restoring it to the State 
after three years, when legal proceed- 
ings can no longer be taken." 

STATE ART COMMISSION. 

A bill introduced in the legislature 
at Albany last week provides for a 
State Art Commission whose members 
are to be the Gdvefrior, the presidents 
of the Albright Gallery, of Buffalo, Al- 
bany Histoncal and Art Society, Met- 
ropolitan Museum and Brooklyn In- 
stitute, the State Architect and 'five ap- 
poihtees of the Governor, these IkSt id 
include one painter, one sculptoi- afid 
one architect. No wbi-k of art is tb be- 
come State property until it or its de- 
sign and its ^proposed location have 
been approved by the commission. If 
the commission fails to decide within 
sixty days after such a work has been 
submitted, its decision shall be un- 
necessary. 

A SULLY DISCOVERED. 

In a Richmond, Va.j. antique shop 
Mrs. John Skelton Williams recently 
bought for $8 what is believed to 'be a 
genuine example of Thomas Sully. 



ARTISTS' FUND DINJtER. 

The annual dinner of the Artists' 
Fund Society was held at the Salma- 
gundi Club on Tuesday last. It was a 
joyous affair and the most satisfactory | 
banquet held by that organization. All 
of the officers were re-elected. Alex- 
ander C. Morgan, president; Dr. Leigh 
Hunt, secretary, and W. Merritt Post, 
treasurer. De Witt M. Parshall was 
elected a meinber of the board of con- 
trol. The speakers were Messrs. Fred- 
erick Dielman and A. Morgan. There 
was music and other forms of enter- 
tainment for the guests. The dinner 
was well attended, and over fifty artists 
were present. 



OBITUARY. 

Auguste Bellet. 



Auguste Bellet, the well known 
French portrait and figure painter, 
died recently in Paris, aged 57. His 
last portrait was one of Anna Held, a 
brilliant work executed last summer. 



Frederick Keppel. 

Frederick Keppel, senior member of 
the old and well known art firm of 
Frederick Keppel & Co., an authority 
on black and whites and a writer and 
lecturer on art subjects, who enjoyed 
an unusually extensive acquaintance 
in art circles, both foreign and Amer- 
ican, died suddenly of heart disease at 
his New York residence Wednesday 
morning. Mr. Keppel was born in Ire- 
land in 1845, and educated in private 
school^ and at Wesley College, Dublin. 
In 1875 he married Miss Fanny M. 
Vickery, of Cork, Ireland, and soon 
afterwards came with his bridie to New 
York, where he first established him- 
self as a dealer in prints and engrav- 
ings in Beekman St. Early in the 80's 
he removed his home to No. 240 Broad- 
way, and about 1886 moved uptown, 
first to No. 23, and a few years later 
to No. 20 East 16 St. Six years ago 
the house made its last move to its 
present location. No. 6 East 39 St. Mr. 
Keppel is survived by his widow, two 
sons. Dean Keppel of Columbia, and 
David, the latter a member of the firm 
with Mr. Fitzroy Carrington, and a 
daughter, Mrs. Brown. Mr. Keppel is 
the author of many monographs on en- 
gravings and etchings and on general 
art subjects. He knew Whistler inti- 
mately and has written mux;h regarding 
the eccentric master. He was also a 
great reconteur, "a man of merry equip 
and jest," and one who held a unique 
place in the American aft world. The 
house will cofitinue under its present 
name and as at present. 
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